Catholic Theatre Conference 
PRODUCTION CALENDAR 


anuary 


REGIONAL EVENTS 





The month of February marks a busy 
period in Regional activities. The 
schedule of events is as follows: 


Feb. 18, 19 and 20 - West Central Regional 
Meeting and Play Festival in Kansas City, 
Missouri. Arrangements are under the 
supervision of Sister Agnes Virginia, 
S.C.L. of Bishop Hogan High School and 
chairman of the Kansas City Unit. Rev. R. 
A. Johnston, S.J. of St. Louis University 
Speech Dept. and chairman of the region, 
will be in attendance as well as Confer- 
ence President, Father Schroeder. The 
program lists a number of other experi- 
enced speakers. For a complete account of | 
the three day event see next month's 
Calendar, 


Feb. 19 - One of the units of the Central 
Region will hold a one-day Play Festival 
at Sacred Heart Academy, Springfield, 
Illinois. Plans are being handled by 
Sister M. Isabelle, 0.P., chairman of the 
unit. Seven schools in the southern 
Illinois area have entered plays. 


Feb. 19 - Another unit of the Central 
Region will hold a one-day Play Festival 
at Aquinas High School in LaCrosse, 
Wisconsin. Sister Marie Leon, F.S.P.A. 
is supervising the arrangements. The 
Critic-Judge will be Dr. Toland of the 
State Teachers’ College, LaCrosse. 


The February Calendar will carry com- 
plete accounts of the Festivals and 
Regional meeting as reported by the chair-' 
men. A debt of gratitude is due them for 
their tireless efforts to promote the 
Conference in their respective areas. 








CONVENTION PLANS 





Co-chairmen, Emmet Lavery and Joseph 
Rice, are busily engaged in sending out 


: letters of invitations to nationally known 


figures in theatre and filmdom inviting 
them to speak at the national convention. 
Every effort is being made to obtain 


| interesting personages, experienced in 


their own particular fields, to make the 


- convention program the most interesting, 


intriguing and glamorous to date! Every 


' available facility of Los Angeles and 


Hollywood will be employed to make the 
visit a thoroughly enjoyable one from 
visits to a Sound Stage to a Bus sight- 


seeing trip! 


Conference leading-lights who are 
noted for their work in college, univer- 


' sity, high school, children's and commnity 
' theatre will be among the speakers. 


Plans 

are to keep speeches at a minimum and to 

have actual demonstrations and productions. 
The chairmen hope to be able to make 


: definite announcements of names and events 


in late February or early March if defin- 


‘ ite commitments can be obtained from 


everyone by then. Information concerning 


_ lodging and accommodations will be in- 
/ Cluded also. 


Railroads are supplying the Service 


Bureau with rates, types of reservations, 


stop-over privileges for sight-seeing 


| trips and suggested itineraries. 


NATIONAL CONVENTION -- LOS ANGELES -- JUNE 15, 16, 17 ana 18 





Plan NOW to Attend 


Established 1937 


316 West 57 Street, New York, 19 Circle 7-0236 








LIFE WITH MOTHER 





Miss Dorothy Stickney, who plays 
"Mother", expressed her appreciation 
in a letter to Father Schroeder for 
the spread of pictures of the pro- 
duction contained in the 1948-9 
Conference Bulletin. Her letter reads 
in part: 

"Thank you so much for your note and 
the beautiful copy of your magazine. 

I thought the spread for LIFE WITH 
MOTHER was simply stunning and both 
Howard and I are most grateful to you. 

I was also delighted at Sister Charitas' 
part in it. I had a lovely letter 

from her today. Please forgive length 
of time I have taken in writing to 
thank you. 

"Howard and I are enormously happy 
and grateful for what has happened to 
LIFE WITH MOTHER.......I1t is pure joy 
to be in the beautiful old Empire 
again and to have the privilege of 
Playing such a lovely part....All good 
wishes and again, thank you.” 


ALL-GIRL ONE ACT PLAYS 





Sister Mary Olive, St. Mary-of-the- 
Woods College, Indiana is helping to 
fill the need for all-female cast one 
act plays. Sister has made available 
to the Conference and to any other 
interested directors five plays written 
in the College playwriting class. 

Each play has been tried and tested 
before an audience, criticized by 
director, cast and audience and then 
revised by the authors. Sister Mary 
Olive vouches for them stating "they 
are good Catholic plays, far superior to 
many of the all-girl cast plays re- 
leased by our play publishing houses". 

The royalty for each play is $5.00 
upon receipt of which one copy of the 
director's script complete with notes 
on scenery, costuming, lighting, makeup 
and music will be sent. The casts 
vary from four to eight characters plus 
extras. The titles include DANNY, 
BELIEVE-RECEIVE, SENTIMENT FOR SALE, 

THE SPINNERS and TO STRONG THINGS. 
Complete details with synopsis of 
plots were sent to members in a previous 

mailing. If you did not receive one 
please inform the Service Bureau. Close 
to 500 were mailed but there are approx- 
imately 100 on hand if you wish extra 
copies. 
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EXTENDED RUN 





THE MINSTREL BOY, New York 
Blackfriars’ production, was 
scheduled to run from Oct. 14 to 
November 14. Critics' acclaim 
and continued ticket sales to en- 
thusiastic audiences kept it run- 
ning to December 10. 

Written by Chicago newspaper- 
man, W.A.S. Douglas, the play has 
a cast of 20 male roles, 6 female 
and a little boy and girl. It is 
in three acts with seven scenes 
employing the use of three set- 
tings. 

The script depicts the story 
of Tom Moore, Irish ballad singer 
and writer, from childhood days 
through old age. Young Moore is 
shown as a brilliant student, the 
peer of Richard Brinsley Sheridan; 
the Moore of maturity frustrated 
as a man of action in the Irish 
Rebellion of '98 but destined to 
be his nation's ambassador to the 
world via song. There is a romantic 
thread through the play telling of 
Moore's affection for Kitty Devlin, 
who inspired his writing of "Be- 
lieve Me if all those Endearing 
Young Charms". And there are scenes 
depicting the poet's relations with 
Irish patriots, including Napper 
Tandy and Robert Emmet; and his 
associations with English Society 
and some of the literary figures of 
his day such as Wm. Pitt, Charles 
Fox, Sir Walter Scott and George, 
Prince of Wales. Father O'Halloran, 
who gave Moore his basic schooling 
and assisted him to eminence, is 
also a figure in the cast. 

Negotiations between Father 
Nagle and the author are under way 
to make the script available to the 
Conference. 

If you are interested in it 
as a possible production for your 
schedule please drop a note to the 
Service Bureau. Thus, some indica- 
tion can be had to determine the 
number of copies to have reproduced 
for the library. ; 
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Dues are due! 
Some borrowed scripts are overdue: 











ADDITIONS TO LIBRARY 





Your Conference Secretary has had her books sent from Detroit to New York and 


is pleased to make them available to members for reading purposes. 
includes three-act plays with a few one-acts. 


The following list 


Directors engaged in producing plays 


with children or for children will find a number of scripts to interest them. A 
subsequent Calendar will carry a list of books on theatre and radio also available to 


members on a borrowing basis. 
they be of assistance to you. 


Adventures of Huckleberry Finn - Chas.George 


After Wimpole Street - Wilbur Braun 
Alabaster Box, The - Harnwell & Meaker 
And Came the Spring - M. and J. Hayes 
Alice in Wonderland - Chorpenning 

Anne of Green Gables - A. Chadwicke 
Alice in Wonderland - Mrs. B. Harrison 
Apron Strings - Dorrence Davis 

As You Like It - Shakespeare 

Barter - Rev. Urban Nagle 

Berkeley Square - J. L. Balderston 
Best Foot Forward - J. C. Holm 

Bobino - Stanley Kaufmann 

Brief Music - Emmet Lavery 

Busman's Honeymoon - Sayers & Byrne 
But Not Goodbye - Geo. Seaton 

Camel with the Wrinkled Knees - M. A. Foley 
Catherine the Valiant - Rev. Urban Nagle 
Children's Recitations - collection 
Christopher Blake - Moss Hart 
Consolation (one act) - Chas. George 
Crazy Cricket Farm - L. & R. Masters 
Crown of Thorns - Milton Agnew 

Damask Cheek, The - Van Druten & Morris 
Dancing Dolls - Hamburg Puppet Guild 
Dangerous Ladies - H. Manning 

Dead of the Night - James Reach 

Dolls - Louise Armstrong 

Duet in Floodlight - J. B. Priestley 
Edward, My Son - R. Morley & N. Langley 


Elves and the Shoemaker - Tully & Chorpenning | 


Eight Cousins (Louisa Alcott) - Freeman 
Eight O'clock Tuesday - Wallsten & Eberhart 
Emperor's New Clothes - Chorpenning 

Eve of St. Mark - Maxwell Anderson 
Feathers in a Gale - Jamerson & Lawrence 
Five Little Peppers - Rosemary Musil 
Five Minute Plays for Children - Haney 
Four Walls - Burnett & Geo. Abbott 

Girls Take Over - Peggy Fernway 

Golden Ball, The - Louise Gauss 

Guest in the House - Wilde & Eunson 

Hans Brinker - adaptation - Taggart 
Happy as Larry - Donagh MacDonagh 

Happy Days - Zoe Akins 

Heart of a City - L. Storm 

Heaven Can Wait - Harry Segall 

Hearts for Adoption - Lindoft 

Heidi - Lucille Miller 





The only stipulation is their definite return. May 


Home Frontiers - R. St. Clair 
House in Blind Alley - E. Rice 
Huckleberry Finn - J. Kendall 
Information Please - H. L. Berk 
I Killed the Count - A.Coppel 
Indian Captive - Chorpenning 
Innocent Voyage - P. Osborn 
Invitation to a Murder - King 
Kitty Foyle - C. Sergel's 
adaptation of C. Morley's novel. 
Ladies in Waiting - C. Campion 
Lightnin’ - W. Smith & F. Bacon 
Listen, Professor - A. Afinogenov 
Little Black Sambo and the 
Tigers - Chorpenning 
Little Boy Blue - B. Brace 
Little Men (Alcott) J. Ravold 
Little Minister - Pauline Phelp's 
adaptation of J.M. Barrie novel. 
Little Women (Alcott) J. Ravold 
Magic Spectacles (1 act) Averell 
Modern American Plays including: 
No Time for Comedy - Behrman 
Margin for Error - C. Boothe 
Awake and Sing - C. Odets 
Street Scene - E. Rice 
Man Who Came to Dinner - Kaufman 
and Hart 
Mary Poppins - P. L. Travers 
Masterful Monk, The - Lamb and 
Hoocker Dramatization of Owen 
F. Dudley novel. 
Mother Goose Garden - C. Wilcox 
Mrs. Uncle Sam - D. Connover 
Murder in a Nunnery - E. Lavery 
Mystery at the Old Fort - Musil 
Novel Readings for Children - Daily 
No Way Out - Owen Davis 
Oliver Twist - M. Browne Adaptation 
Once Upon a Clothesline - Harris 
Our Town - Thornton Wilder 
Pease Porridge Hot - Donnelly 
Peck's Bad Boy - Chas. George 
Peg O'My Heart - Manners 
Penny Pirates, The - R. St. Clair 
Peril at End House - A. Ridley 
Peter - Jas. Worthing 
Peter, Peter, Pumpkin Eater - King 
Pilate and the Cross - J. Glade 








ADDITIONS TO LIBRARY (cont'd.) 








Pinkie and the Fairies - Robertson & Norton: Talley Method - S. N. Behrman 


Poor Fish, The - W. Braun 

Prince and the Pauper - Chorpenning 

Radio Rescue - Chorpenning 

Raggedy Nan - J. Provence 

Readings and Recitations for Young 
People - March Bros. 

Readings for Juveniles - G. Haney 

Readings (Solo) for Radio and Class Work 
by M. Seligman & Sonya Fogle 

Rebecca - Daphne DuMaurier 

Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm - Wiggins 

Recital Readings - Mary F. Rooney 

Return of Rip Van Winkle - Chorpenning 

Rumpelstiltskin - Chorpenning 

Seven Little Rebels - Rosemary Musil 

Seven Sisters - Edith Ellis 

Silence - R. St. Clair 

Silver Cord, The - Sidney Howard 


Silver Thread and other Folk Plays - Mackay. 


Snickerty Nick and the Giant - J. Ford 
Song out of Sorrow - Felix Doherty 
Spree o' the Wees and other Child Plays 
Spring Green - Ryerson & Clements 
Steadfast Tin Soldier, The - D. Holloway 
Storm Operation - Maxwell Anderson 
Suds in Your Eye - J. Kirkland 
Sunshine Twins, The - D. Thomas 
Sweet Charity - Brecher & Seff 
Tragedies of Shakespeare 
Comedies of Shakespeare 
King-Coit Collection of Plays including: 
Kai Khosru - Persian Play 
Theseus - Greek myth 
Aucassin and Nicolete - Medieval French 
Nala and Damayanti - Hindu 
The Tempest 


' The Light Eternal - C. George 


‘Three Plays by Chekov including: 


The Cherry Orchard 
The Seagull 
The Wood Demon 


' Thy Will Be Done - R. J. Murphy 
Vickie - Herzig 

| The Visitor - K. White 

_ Watch on the Rhine - L. Hellman 
| Wickedest Witch, The - S. Kent 

| Willow and I, The - J. Patrick 

When Toys Taik 


- Robertson 
Young Folks' Recitation Book - Clark 


 Finian's Rainbow - Saidy & Harburg 

' Winslow Boy, The - Terence Rattigan 

: Medea - Euripides - R. Jeffer's 

| An Inspector Calls - J. B. Priestley 
Command Decision - W. W. Haines 


The Heiress - R. and A. Goetz 
Joan of Lorraine - Maxwell Anderson 
Tatters and Rags - Lindoft 


_ Princess and the Swineherd - Miller 


Seven League Boots, The - A. Harris 


Aladdin - J. Hengesbaugh 

- Robin Hood - J. Hengesbaugh 

- Robinson Crusoe - Wm. Linda 

' Bachelor Born - Ian Hay 

. Slight Case of Murder - Runyon & Lindsay 
More the Merrier - Gabrielson & Pincus 

- Tom Sawyer - Chas. George 

| David Copperfield - Wm. Linda 

' Yellow Jacket - Hazelton & Benrimo 


Penrod - Edward Rose 


; Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch - 


A. C. Flexner 
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AN EXCERPT 
Martin J. Hillenbrand, American Consul: classified as a dramatic and religious 


in Bremen, told of some of his theatre- 


going experiences in Cologne in an article | 
in "America" magazine entitled "Rebirth of | 
| technically difficult plays as Claudel's 
. THE SATIN SLIPPER, Hofmannsthal's THE 


a Cathedral". His comments include the 
following: "Before Nazi days Cologne was 
the center of a flourishing regional 


culture about which surprisingly little was 


known in the U.S. Much more so than 
metropolitan Berlin with its literary 
sensationalism and extremist art, the 
Rhineland embodied in its painting, music, 
literature and philosophy the soundest 
traditions of European culture. It is 
perhaps too early to speak of a revival 





; envisioned by Paul Claudel. 
' hour production of the masterly SATIN 
| SLIPPER marked a peak in theatre-going 
| experience," 


' achievement of the first order. The 


daily program, extending over two weeks, 
included inspired performances of such 


GREAT WORLD THEATRE, Eliot's MURDER IN 
THE CATHEDRAL, Goethe's FAUST and EVERY- 


' MAN. This program brought near to realiz- 


ation that close cooperation of Church 
and theatre in the presentation of truth 
The five 
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but from all accounts the cycle of plays 
presented by the municipal theatre as 
part of the celebration can only be (4) 
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JENNY KISSED ME 


Jean Kerr's comedy opened at the 
Hudson Theatre, New York City on 
Dec. 23. A preview on the 2lst was 
attended by many moderators and 
directors of Conference groups in the 
New York-New Jersey area. 

Robert Coleman of the N.Y. Mirror 
reviewed it as a “refreshing and heart- 
warming play. Immensely funny and en- 
joyable. An hilarious evening that can 
be recommended to the entire family." 

The World-Telegram's William Hawkins 
called it "an amusing and engaging show. 
The audience can leave the theatre with 
a fresh, clean taste in its mouth." 

Leo G. Carroll was praised by all 
reviewers for his portrayal of the 
parish priest. Brooks Atkinson of the 
N.Y. Times referred to his "transforma- 
tion out of a crochety priest into a 
benign father is gentle, tactful and 
shining with humor. Last evening's 
audience seemed to take great pleasure 
in Mrs. Kerr's good-natured family 
entertainment.” 

JENNY KISSED ME is a three act 
play in four scenes in but one set- 
ting. The cast includes 4 men, 10 
women and girls. 


TIDINGS BROUGHT TO MARY 





Directors contemplating future pro- 
duction of Claudel's play may be in- 
terested in the book PAUL CLAUDEL AND 
THE TIDINGS BROUGHT TO MARY written by 
Kethleen O'Flaherty and published by 
the Cork University Press, B. H. Black- 
well Ltd., Oxford. It contains 141 
pages with a preface by Claudel. 

Miss O'Flaherty presents a thorough 
study of Claudel's best known play. Her 
minute and painstaking analysis of THE 
TIDINGS BROUGHT TO MARY cannot, however, 
be profitably read by those who have not 
first read the play itself, which, all 
expectations to the contrary, has proved 


extremely effective on the stage and much | 


clearer than in the written version. 


NEW MEMBERS 





More than eighty new members have 
joined the Conference since last Septem- 
ber. The Mid-Atlantic Region tops the 
country with 27 of the new members being 
in that area. 


; 
; 
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WEST-CENTRAL REGION 


Regional chairman, Father Robt. 
Johnston, S.J. appointed Alfred F. 
Greenwald of St. Louis University 
to assist him in matters pertaining 
to the Conference. 

A local elimination is planned at 
the University to be held on 
January 15. At that time local men- 
bership will be stimulated by offering 
the services of Mr. Greenwald and 
several other assistants in the De- 
partment of Speech. They will visit 
the stage set-up and advise in any pro- 
duction problems confronting the in- 
dividual directors. 


TOMB OF ST, GENESIUS 


Sister Margaret Mary, I.H.M. of 
St. Mary Academy, Monroe, Michigan 
sent this interesting note: "The 
tomb of St. Genesius is located in 
Detroit's Cardinal Mooney's titular 
church. Every year actors of Rome, 
etc., gather there to do honor to the 
saint." 


LOUISVILLE JUNIOR WORKSHOP 





Seeds of thought, concerning the 
formation of Children's Theatre as 
a reservoir of talent and a finan- 
cial asset to community theatres, 
shown at the East-Central Regional 
meeting in Cincinnati in November, 
1947 have borne fruit. At that time 
the Conference secretary and other 
Detroit representatives spoke of the 
values of such an adjunct as proved 
by their Children's Stage. 

Mary Lucille Owens, treasurer of 
Catholic Theatre Guild of Louisville 
writes about it "hitting home” with 
another Guilder and herself. Last 
summer they inaugurated a Junior 
Workshop with members from 8 to 18, 
Their first production was THE RE- 
TURN OF RIP VAN WINKLE. The young 
people have elected their own offi- 
cers, drawn up a constitution and 
are engaged in classes covering 
makeup, publicity, radio and tele- 
vision scripts, one act plays, etc. 
In rehearsal is a production of 
SEVENTEEN directed by Mr. Adams. 





PAST PRODUCTIONS 


Fla., Miami - Gesu Drama Guild - Third 
Arnual Gay 90's Review - Jan. 11, 13. 
Also NO ROOM FOR PETER PAN - Jan 25-27. 


Ill., Chicago - Mundelein College - 
Jan. 19 and 16 - PYGMALION. 


Ill., Springfield - Ursuline Academy 


Kansas, Atchison - Mt. St. Scholastica 
Academy > presented at Christmas time 
choric pageant AT THE FEET OF THE 
MADONNA. JOINT OWNERS IN SPAIN named 
one of two winners at Diocesan Play 
Festival. Will be presented at West 
Central Regional meeting in Kansas 
City, Mo., Feb. 19. 





., Louisville - Catholic Theatre Guild, 
Pee and ALICE SIT BY THE 


FIRE. 

Mass., Boston Catholic Theatre - Jan. 4 
and 5, JOAN OF LORRAINE. Jan. 24 and 
25, CAREER ANGEL. 

Mass., New Bedford - Catholic Theatre 
u - Jan. 23-c7 - LADY OF FATIMA 

benefit of Rose Hawthorne Lathrop Can- 
cer Home in Fall River, Mass. 

Mich., Adrian - Siena Heights College, 

Jan. $3-[TADY OF FATIMA. 

Mich., Detroit - Catholic Theatre - 4 

performances LADY OF FATIMA, Jan. 22 

and 23 at St. Juliana's parish. 

Minn., Minneapolis - Academy of Holy 

Angels = Jan. - CAREER ANGEL pre- 
sented by the seniors. Jan. 30 - 

BEWARE MURDER by the juniors. 

New York, N.Y. - Academy of Mount St. 

Ursula - Jan. 14 & 15 - HANS BRINKER. 

New York, N.Y. - Carroll Club - Jan. 22 

an - OLD, SOMETHING NEW. 

Ohio, Toledo - MARY MANSE COLLEGE - 

Jan. 2 - 1 REMEMBER MAMA. 








PRODUCTION NOTES 


Loras College presented lunch time 
matinees of the one act play by Frank 
Ford, LUCIFER AT LARGE. "Presented an 
opportunity for students in directing 
to do some practical work", writes 
Robert Emerich, staff member. 





Sister M. Zoe of Sacred Heart High 
School, Pittsburgh, named to help in 
script selection and other details 
for diocesan school participation in 
weekly series of broadcasts on WPIT 
4:30-5:00 P.M. Sundays. 


PRODUCTION .NOTES (cont'd. ) 


An original one-act play, written 
and directed by Edgar L. Kloten of 
Fordham University Theatre Staff, 
was presented by the Little Theatre 
of the Carroll Club. SOMETHING OLD, 
SOMETHING NEW is a fast-moving farce 
based on a series of hilarious 
situations. Mixed cast of 7 males 
and 11 females. Script available 
from the Service Bureau library. 


ADDED NOTES 


One of the Conference newest mem- 
bers takes the prize for succession 
of the same name.....Rev. BERNARD 
Patterson, 0.S.B. of St. BERNARD 
College in ST. BERNARD, Alabama. 
Father Patterson received his 
Master's degree from Catholic Uni- 
versity. 








Sister Mary John of Cardinal 
Stritch College, Milwaukee, Wisc. 
has sold a Christmas pageant to 
Baker Publishing Co. The title of 
the pageant is ST. FRANCIS BRINGS 
BETHLEHEM TO GRECCIO. The Service 
Bureau had the manuscript for re- 
view and hopes to have a copy of 
the published script soon. 


Marymount College, Tarrytown, 
New York plans a series of one act 
plays under the direction of Drama 
Majors to be inserted in the inter- 
vals between the major productions. 
The series will culminate in a 
One Act Play Festival in the spring. 
The plays will be those written by 
the Playwriting class under the 
direction of Mr. Anthony Messuri 
and produced by the members of the 
Play Production class under the 
direction of Mr. Louis Tanno. Plans 
for the Radio Club include the pro- 
duction of original scripts pre- 
pared by students in the Radio Writ- 
ing class under the direction of 
Miss Geneva Stephenson. 


Miss Louise Walsh, director at 
Marylhurst College, Oregon plans a 
Players Drama banquet. Father 
Juliano, Pacific Northwest Regional 
chairman, will speak on St. Genesius 
and the Conference. 





